
 

                   

TIP SHEET   

 

What You Need to Know  

• NO PLACE outside is safe when thunderstorms are in the area!! 
 

• If you can hear thunder you are close enough to a storm to be in danger of 

being struck by lightning. Lightning can travel 10 to 12 miles from a thunderstorm.  
 

• When you hear thunder, immediately move to safe shelter: a substantial building with 

electricity or plumbing or an enclosed, metal-topped vehicle with windows up. 
 

• Do you know what to do if you receive a thunderstorm watch or thunderstorm warning?  

Visit www.ready.pa.gov to find out! 
 

Last Resort: Outdoor Risk Reduction Tips 

• Keep moving towards safe shelter. If you are caught out in the open, do not stop. 

• Avoid open fields, hills, rocky outcrops, and ridge tops. Do not lie flat on the ground. 

• Avoid bodies of water and metal objects, which can conduct electricity. 

www.ready.pa.gov  www.pema.pa.gov 
Be Informed. Be Prepared. Be Involved. 

L ghtning Safety 

http://www.readypa.org/
https://www.weather.gov/safety/lightning-tips
https://www.ready.pa.gov/BeInformed/Know-The-Threats/Pages/Thunder-and-Lightning-.aspx
https://www.weather.gov/safety/lightning-tips

