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SUBJECT: Agenda Item 7, May 19-20, 2022, LCDC Meeting 
 
 

OREGON RENEWABLE ENERGY SITING ASSESSMENT BRIEFING 

 AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD or department) staff will 
brief the Land Conservation and Development Commission (LCDC or commission) on 
the Oregon Renewable Energy Siting Assessment (ORESA) project and answer 
questions from the commission.  Staff from the Oregon Department of Energy (ODOE) 
and the Institute for Natural Resources (INR) may also contribute.  This agenda item is 
informational only and does not require commission action. 
 
Purpose. To inform the commission on this multi-year project dedicated to learning 
about constraints and opportunities associated with renewable energy development in 
Oregon and, further, how renewable energy development may intersect with state and 
national military interests.    
 
Objective.  To share the key ORESA deliverables with the commission and provide a 
demonstration of the on-line mapping tool. 
 
For further information about this report, please contact Jon Jinings, Community 
Services Specialist at (541) 325-6928 or jon.jinings@dlcd.oregon.gov. 
 

 BACKGROUND 

The ORESA project is funded through a $1.1 million U.S. Department of Defense Office 
of Local Defense Community Cooperation grant awarded to the Oregon Department of 
Energy, working with the department and Oregon State University's Institute for Natural 
Resources. 

 

mailto:jon.jinings@dlcd.oregon.gov
https://oldcc.gov/
https://oldcc.gov/
https://inr.oregonstate.edu/
https://inr.oregonstate.edu/
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The project has collected data and information through five (5) individual assessments 
and created an on-line mapping tool to build an understanding of the opportunities and 
constraints that come with renewable energy and transmission development in Oregon.  

A. PROJECT NEED 

Continued renewable energy development is anticipated in Oregon in the coming 
decades, particularly solar energy, wind energy, and associated transmission line 
development. ODOE has provided information about the drivers for renewable energy 
development in their 2018 Biennial Energy Report.  
 
Developing these energy resources involves balancing issues related to natural 
resources, land use, environmental impacts, noise concerns, and cultural and 
archeological artifacts (among others) through processes at all levels of government – 
federal, tribal, state, and local. 
 
Renewable energy and transmission projects also have effects on military training areas 
in Oregon and adjoining states, and may have a potential future effect on necessary 
military uses to prepare for future threats. Potential effects could include radar 
interference from wind facilities; low-level flight obstructions from tall structures such as 
wind turbines; electromagnetic interference from high-voltage transmission lines; and 
glint and glare from solar photovoltaic arrays near airfields. Meanwhile, there are parts 
of the state that have substantial renewable energy resources and facility potential. 
Local governments have benefitted from increased tax base and local economic growth 
from renewable energy project development. 
 
This project has collected information about locations for current and future renewable 
energy and transmission development and worked to build an understanding of the 
opportunities and constraints that come with specific locations.  

B. PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The Department of Defense overarching goal is to support military compatibility 
through coordination with local, regional, state and tribal agencies and raise awareness 
about the military through the ORESA project. 
 
Key project goals are to create relevant educational tools for stakeholders, agencies, 
local governments, and policy makers about renewable energy development, military 
training and operational areas, economic/community benefits, land use considerations, 
natural, cultural, and environmental resources, and other regulatory requirements. 
 
Key project objectives are providing baseline data, information, and perspectives to 
create a transparent, consistent collection of trusted, accurate information in Oregon, 
without recommendations or endorsements, and noting where information may be 
imprecise or uncertain. 
 

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/Data-and-Reports/Documents/BER-Chapter-3-Renewable-Energy.pdf#page=4


Agenda Item 7 
May 19-20, 2022 – LCDC Meeting 

Page 3 of 4 
 

Five Project Components 
 

1. Renewable Energy Market & Industry Assessment (Led by ODOE and 
supported by Consulting Firm – E3: Energy and Environmental Economics) – 
Collect data and model the future opportunity for development of renewable 
energy generation and transmission infrastructure in Oregon. Develop cost-
optimized, renewable energy build-out scenarios for Oregon over the next 15 
years. Build an understanding of the challenges and opportunities that exist in 
the renewable development community in Oregon and identify gaps that could be 
addressed for Oregon to meet its long-term energy goals. 
 

2. Military Needs & Interests Assessment (Co-led by ODOE and DLCD and 
supported by Consulting Firm – Epsilon System Services) – Collect data and 
information about current and future military assets, uses, needs, and case 
studies. Analyze data, protocols, and policies regarding military training and 
operating areas, including current and anticipated future uses. Note any 
constraints and opportunities regarding the interaction between renewable 
energy development and military uses.  

 
3. Natural Resources, Environment, and Development: Opportunities & 

Constraints Assessment (Led by DLCD and supported by Consulting Firm – 
CBI: Conservation Biology Institute) – Collect data and information regarding the 
presence of natural, cultural, and environmental resources, as well as, 
jurisdictional protections, development constraints, and commercial interests. 
Collect data and information regarding community and economic opportunities 
with renewable energy development. Build an understanding of renewable 
energy opportunities and constraints, including regulatory structures and 
protections vested with tribal governments and local, state, and federal 
agencies.   

 
4. Siting Procedures Review (co-led by ODOE and DLCD) – Review and analysis 

of siting regulations, permitting, and project review processes as they relate to 
notification, identification, and evaluation of potential impacts. Develop summary 
of siting regulations and process review with feedback from stakeholders. Identify 
best practices in tools and strategies for engagement and improved coordination. 

 
5. Mapping and Reporting Tool (led by INR) - Develop a mapping and reporting 

tool, housed on Oregon Explorer, with data and information about renewable 
energy; military training and operational areas; economic development 
opportunities; land use considerations; natural, cultural, and environmental 
resources; and other regulatory requirements. The tool should build a more 
comprehensive understanding of renewable energy and transmission 
development and support proactive coordination with stakeholders, agencies, 
local governments, and policymakers in the state. Development of the tool has 
involved stakeholders to help define use cases and reporting functionality. 

https://oregonexplorer.info/
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 CONCLUSION 

The ORESA project includes information and data that should be relevant to all parties 
with an interest in renewable energy development. 
 
It is the hope of the department and our partner agencies that additional funding 
opportunities will be available so that we may continue building on what we have 
learned and developed thus far. 
 
Attachment A provides a summary of the project prepared by the Oregon Military 
Department. 
 

 ATTACHMENTS 

A. 2022 OREGON MILITARY BROCHURE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.oregon.gov/lcd/Commission/Documents/2022-05_Item-7_ORESA_Attachment_A_2022-Oregon-Military-Brochure.pdf

