
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recusal Memorandum for Governor Kathy Hochul 
 



 

RECUSAL MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:     Governor Kathy Hochul  

From:    Counsel’s Office  

Date:  August 15, 2023 

Re:         Recusals 

 

On August 23, 2021, and on October 27, 2021, you executed Recusal Memoranda 

(“Recusals”) related to Delaware North.  At the time that you executed the Recusals, First 

Gentleman William Hochul was employed as Executive Vice President and General Counsel of 

Delaware North, a privately held global food service and hospitality company headquartered in 

Buffalo, New York.   

 

The purpose of the Recusals was to avoid a conflict of interest or the appearance of a 

conflict of interest pursuant to Sections 73 and 74 of the Public Officers Law.  However, in light 

of changes in circumstances new guidance must be provided. 

 

As of August 15, 2023, Mr. Hochul’s employment with Delaware North will conclude 

and his financial relationship with Delaware North will conclude as well. On the basis of 

representations from Delaware North, Mr. Hochul will have no financial connection to Delaware 

North following his departure.  After August 15, 2023, Mr. Hochul: 

• will no longer receive a salary from Delaware North or its subsidiary entities; 

• will no longer receive benefits from Delaware North or its subsidiary entities; 

• does not and will not hold ownership interests in Delaware North or its subsidiary 

entities; 

• does not and will not own stock in Delaware North or its subsidiary entities; 

• will not receive payment of any kind from Delaware North or its subsidiary entities; and 

• will not receive any other thing of value from Delaware North or its subsidiary entities. 

 

Sections 74 of the Public Officers Law notes that public officials must not engage in 

conduct “with any business entity in which he or she has a direct or indirect financial interest that 

might reasonably tend to conflict with the proper discharge of his or her official duties.”  

 

In light of the complete termination of any financial ties between Mr. Hochul and 

Delaware North, and the lack of any “direct or indirect financial interest” between yourself or the 

First Gentleman and the company, the August 23, 2021, and October 27, 2021, Recusals are 

rescinded and are no longer in effect.   




















