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Dear Readers, 

I made this book because you and I are connected, and even though that might be hard 
to see, it is real—real like the roots of trees and plants under the earth, sending each other 
signals and nourishment so that they can thrive together. 

I made this book because I have many questions: When we are wronged, how do we heal? How do we care 
for one another when we are apart? How do we love those we don’t even know?

I made this book to show you an amazing place on our planet called the borderlands, harsh and beautiful, 
where Mexico and the United States meet. 

I made this book to tell you the story of a whitetail fawn following her mother to find water and food, 
things they need to survive. But this story is about all kinds of life at the borderlands, some as tiny as the  
cyanobacteria, algae, and fungi that form the desert crust, and some as gigantic as a sixty-foot-tall cactus.

I made this book knowing that children everywhere, but especially migrant children at the borderlands, 
have experienced things that they should never have to endure.

I began writing Bright Star in the spring of 2019. I saw how people, sometimes walking in caravans, 
reached the border with the hope of entering the United States. Many of these people were families with 
children; some were children traveling alone. Few were able to enter, and when they did, often crossing the 
border at places like the one you see in this book, they were detained. Families were separated and many 
adults were sent back to their countries of origin without their children. It is possible you saw this too. It is 
possible you were one of those children.

I made this book with the most beautiful things I could find—words written in English and Spanish,  
drawings I made in my sketchbook and later refined on my computer, paper painted with bright colors, 
wool yarn threaded by hand and dyed with plants by weavers in the city of Oaxaca, and one ball of wool I 
bought at this Chamula market in Chiapas, years before I knew I would use it to make this book. 

I used textures from photographs I took of things I believe should not exist, like a metal border fence and a 
concrete border wall in Arizona. But I also took a photograph of the arm of a baby I met with her mamá at 
a migrant shelter in Agua Prieta, Sonora. This I used for the color and texture of the children’s skin you see 
in this book.

I made this book because I want you to know that no matter where you are, where you’ve come from,  
or where you are going, you should be honored, respected, cared for, and loved. 

Yuyi Morales
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A fawn takes her first tentative steps 

into the world and breathes deeply,  

experiencing new sights and sounds 

as a gentle voice encourages her  

along the way. She looks and listens, 

exploring a border landscape  

teeming with life, and learning how  

to make her voice heard in the face  

of a seemingly insurmountable  

barrier.
 

Yuyi Morales’s first book since her 

award-winning New York Times best 

seller Dreamers is for children  

looking for their place, and their  

voice, in a world full of uncertainty.

Born in Xalapa, Mexico, where she  

currently resides, 

has won the prestigious Pura Belpré 

Award for Illustration six times, for 

Just a Minute: A Trickster Tale and 

Counting Book; Los Gatos Black on 

Halloween; Just in Case: A Trickster 

Tale and Spanish Alphabet Book;  

Niño Wrestles the World; Viva Frida, 

also a Caldecott Honor Book; and 

Dreamers, also a New York Times Best 
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Una cervatilla se adentra en el mundo 

por primera vez con pasos inciertos. 

Respira profundo y experimenta 

nuevas visiones y sonidos mientras 

una dulce voz la anima a lo largo del 

camino. Ella observa y escucha, a 

medida que explora el paisaje lleno 

de vida de la frontera, y aprende a 

hacerse oír cuando se enfrenta a una 

barrera al parecer infranqueable.
 

Este es el primer libro de Yuyi Morales 

desde la publicación de Soñadores,  

su premiado éxito de ventas de The 

New York Times, y está dirigido a los 

niños y niñas que buscan su lugar y  

su voz en un mundo lleno de  

incertidumbre.
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Finalista del premio Caldecott y creadora de Soñadores, éxito de ventas de The New York Times

Nacida en Xalapa, México, donde reside  
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premio Pura Belpré de Ilustración,  
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Bright Star . Lucero Event Kit!
Welcome to the

Meet the creator!
Born in Xalapa, Mexico, where she currently resides, Yuyi Morales lived for many  

years in the San Francisco Bay Area, where she still maintains close relations with  
booksellers and librarians. She has won the prestigious Pura Belpré Award for  
Illustration six times, for Dreamers (2019), Just a Minute: A Trickster Tale and 
Counting Book (2003), Los Gatos Black on Halloween (2006), Just in Case: A  
Trickster Tale and Spanish Alphabet Book (2008), Niño Wrestles the World (2013),  

and Viva Frida (2014), also a Caldecott Honor Book.

“Dreamers is a paean to libraries, to  
reading and writing and creativity, a  
value statement I endorse wholeheartedly. 
Dreamers aims for the glorious and the 
poetic; it’s big, passionate, crammed with 
detail.” —The New York Times Book Review 
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What’s included:
• Let’s Make Paper Stars!
• Write Your Own Nature-Inspired Story
• Language Bridge
• What Animal Are You?
• Migration Maze
• You are Awake! Embroidery Activity
• Color the World!

ISBN 9780823440559 ISBN 9780823442584

Also by Yuyi Morales
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Let’s Make Paper Stars! “You are a bright star inside our hearts.”
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These simple origami stars are a great way to send fun notes to loved ones and 
remind them how they shine in your heart.
Before starting this activity, find an adult to help you. This craft may be best suited for children aged 6+.

Instructions:
1. Cut a long strip of paper, about 10 inches long and ½ inch wide. 

 
2. Optional: Use the blank side of the paper to write a short message to a friend; this will be hidden 
until they open it. See below for message ideas!

 
3. The basic shape of the star is created by making a ‘knot’ at one end of the strip of paper and flatten-
ing this to give a pentagon shape. To make the knot, form a loop at one end of the strip of paper. Don’t 
forget to make sure that your writing is on the inside of the loop.

 
4. Tuck one end of the strip of paper through the loop to make a knot. Press the knot flat.

 
5. Tuck the short end inside the knot (you may need to trim the end of the paper to make it fit neatly 
inside the knot).

 
6. Start wrapping the long end around the knot, following the contours of the pentagon. 

 
7. Keep folding the strip of paper around the pentagon shape. Tuck the end inside, trimming first if 
necessary. 

 
8. Start squeezing the edges of the pentagon shape to form the points of the star. Press the center of each 
side inward, forming the points of the star. You may need to squeeze and shape the star a few times until 
you have the shape you desire. It may take a couple of goes before you can create a perfect star shape. 

 
9. You can either keep your finished star, string several together to make a garland, or give to a friend.

 
10. If you wrote a note in the star and want to read it, just press it flat and unfold! If done carefully, the 
star can be refolded later.

Supplies:
• Paper: For best results, use something sturdy enough to hold a shape but flexible enough to fold, 

like construction paper. Choose fun colors, prints, or just solid colors! 
• A writing utensil
• Paper cutter or scissors

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

These instructions were based on “3D Folded Paper Star Tutorial” by Kate Pullen. 
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/3d-folded-paper-star-tutorial-2905535
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Write Your Own Nature-Inspired Story
“Some things you can see. Others you must find. So you search!”
When Yuyi Morales wrote Bright Star and Lucero, she went out in nature to 
find inspiration for her story. 

1.  Go outside and write down three things you can see. 
2.  Write a story about them on the lines below. 
3.  Think about how they got there, what they do, and how they make you feel. 

What story will you tell?
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Language Bridge Activity
Yuyi tried to use the most beautiful words she could find when writing 
Bright Star. Can you match these Spanish phrases to their English translation? 
Practice saying them out loud with a friend!
Hint: Go back and look through the book for context clues.

Neal Porter Books  

Illustration © 2021 by Yuyi Morales

¡Vámonos!

Hermosa criatura

Te amo

Despacito

Lucero

Corazoncito

¡Mira!

Cosita pequeña

Look!

Bright Star

Slowly

Little thing

I love you

Let’s go!

Little heart

Beautiful creature
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Did you know that English and Spanish have some words in common? They are called  
cognates. Words like animal, chocolate, musical, pasta, radio, and violin all mean the same 
thing and are spelled the same way in both languages. The only difference is how we  
pronounce them!

When we see cognates, we are reminded of what we have in common instead of focusing on 
our differences. It is one small way of many that we are all united!

Ask an adult to help you go online to look up the pronunciation of these words in Spanish and 
find other cognates English and Spanish share!

YUYI MORALES YUYI MORALES 

E V E N T  K I TE V E N T  K I T

★B
R

IG
HT STAR 

B
R

IG
HT STAR ..  LUCERO

 LUCERO
  

Bright Star . Lucero
A new book by YUYI MORALESYUYI MORALES
English Edition ISBN: 9780823443284 
Spanish Edition ISBN: 9780823447848



 HolidayHouse.com/Books/BrightStar
@HolidayHouseBks

May be reproduced at no charge. 

What Animal Are You?
At the end of Bright Star and Lucero, we see that the fawn was like 
a little girl in the desert. Which animal do you think is most like you?
My animal: __________________

What do you and this animal have in common? _______________________________

What makes this animal unique? ________________________________

What makes you unique? ___________________________
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Draw a picture of you and your animal below.
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Migration Maze
“No matter where you are, you are a bright star in our hearts.”
Some animals travel from one place to another during different seasons to find food, 
water, or protection—this is called migration.

Can you help the baby fawn find her way back to her mother so they can migrate together?

Draw her path through the maze.
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You Are Awake! Embroidery Activity page 1

“Child, you are awake! Breathe in, then breathe out, hermosa criatura.” 
Yuyi embroidered beautiful words throughout Bright Star. Embroidery is artwork made by needle 
and thread or yarn. Do you want to learn embroidery? Follow the instructions below and ask an adult for help.  

Instructions: 
Grab a needle, thread, and a piece of cardstock. Thread the needle, tying a knot at one end, and follow Yuyi’s photograph 
instructions to make your very own artwork. When you’re done, place the card on your bedside table so when you wake up in 
the morning and see it, you will be reminded of the bright star that you are! 
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You Are Awake! Embroidery Activity page 2
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Color The World!
Imagine the most beautiful world! Use all of your favorite and brightest  
colors to make this picture as beautiful as the world around you. 
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