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California Air Resources Board

Notice of Public Meeting to Receive Informational Update 
on Assembly Bill 617 Statewide Strategy

The California Air Resources Board (CARB or Board) will conduct a public hearing at the date 
and time noted below to hear an Informational Update on the Assembly Bill (AB) 617 
Community Air Protection Program Statewide Strategy.

Date:  May 19, 2022

Time:  No earlier than 4:00 P.M.

In-Person Location:

California Air Resources Board  
Haagen-Smit Auditorium 
4001 Iowa Avenue 
Riverside, California 92507

Remote Option:

Zoom

This public meeting may continue at 8:30 a.m., on May 20, 2022. Please consult the public 
agenda, which will be posted ten days before the May 19, 2022, Board Meeting, for 
important details, including, but not limited to, the day in which this item will be considered, 
how to participate via Zoom, and any appropriate direction regarding a possible remote-only 
Board Meeting if needed. Please note that this Informational Update on the AB 617 
Community Air Protection Statewide Strategy Board item will start no earlier than 4:00 p.m. 
on May 19, 2022. Please consult the agenda for the order of items.

Background

The Board will hear an informational item about the update of the AB 617 (C. Garcia, Ch. 
136, Stats. 2017) statewide strategy, known as the Program Blueprint, through a 
representative panel of the AB 617 Consultation Group (Consultation Group) and a staff 
presentation. Panelists will share perspectives and insights gained from experiences with the 
Community Air Protection Program, participation in the Consultation Group, and feedback 
on the People’s Blueprint, drafted by a number of environmental justice (EJ) and community 
leaders. Staff will share plans for the revision of the Program Blueprint including an update 
on efforts to re-envision the Program to bring benefits to more disproportionately impacted 
communities.

California’s air quality programs continue to significantly improve public health statewide 
through various measures such as regional air quality planning, advancements in technology-
based solutions, and risk reduction efforts near industrial facilities. However, despite these 
efforts, certain communities, particularly low-income and communities of color, still



2

experience environmental and health inequities from air and other forms of pollution. AB 617 
was signed into law in July 2017. CARB established the Community Air Protection Program 
to implement AB 617, which requires new community-focused action to reduce health-
harming emissions of toxic air contaminants and criteria air pollutants in communities 
affected by a high cumulative exposure burden.

AB 617 requires the Board " adopt a statewide strategy to reduce emissions of toxic air 
contaminants and criteria air pollutants in communities affected by a high cumulative 
exposure burden.” (Health and Safety Code § 44391.2(b).)  The statewide strategy, also 
referred to as the Program Blueprint, guides AB 617 implementation. CARB must update the 
statewide strategy every five years (no later than September 2023). 

The statute requires CARB to consult with the Scientific Review Panel on Toxic Air 
Contaminants, air districts, the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, 
environmental justice organizations, affected industry, and other interested stakeholders in 
the development of the statewide strategy. CARB convened the Consultation Group in 2018. 
The Consultation Group, chaired by Board Member Dr. John Balmes, formed a 
subcommittee in 2020 to begin a revision of the current Program Blueprint. In 2021, a 
number of EJ leaders within the subcommittee known as the Writer’s Group, stepped 
forward to draft the People’s Blueprint for Community Air Protection. 

The People’s Blueprint identifies recommended changes to the Program Blueprint that would 
better empower community members, improve governance of community steering 
committees, and apply a racial equity lens to the work of achieving emissions and exposure 
reductions in disproportionately impacted communities. The People’s Blueprint is a 
significant starting point for review, discussion, and comment by the full Consultation Group, 
air districts, and the public on updates to the Blueprint.

The update to the statewide strategy will also include other models to support community 
focused strategies and better serve more overburdened communities in the State.

Proposed Action

No action is requested for this informational item. CARB welcomes public comment on this 
informational item, including public comment on the People’s Blueprint. Interested members 
of the public may present comments orally or in writing during the meeting and may provide 
comments by postal mail or by electronic submittal before the meeting. To be considered by 
the Board, written comments not submitted during the meeting, must be received no later 
than May 9, 2022, and addressed to the following: 

Postal mail: Clerks’ Office, California Air Resources Board 
1001 I Street, Sacramento, California 95814

Electronic submittal: http://www.arb.ca.gov/lispub/comm/bclist.php 

Please note that under the California Public Records Act (Government Code section 6250 et 
seq.), your written and oral comments, attachments, and associated contact information (e.g., 
your address, phone, email, etc.) become part of the public record and can be released to 
the public upon request.

http://www.arb.ca.gov/lispub/comm/bclist.php
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Further inquiries regarding this matter should be directed to Julia Luongo, Air Pollution 
Specialist at (279) 208-7721 or Liliana Nuñez, Air Pollution Specialist at (951) 542-3313 
(Spanish).

Live Video/Audio Webcast

A live internet broadcast (webcast) will be available for the meeting. The webcast can be 
accessed on the day of the meeting at https://www.cal-span.org.

Special Accommodation Request

Consistent with California Government Code section 7296.2, special accommodation or 
language needs may be provided for any of the following:

· An interpreter to be available at the hearing;
· Documents made available in an alternate format or another language; and
· A disability-related reasonable accommodation.

To request these special accommodations or language needs, please contact the Clerks’ 
Office at cotb@arb.ca.gov or (916) 322-5594 as soon as possible, but no later than ten 
business days before the scheduled Board hearing. TTY/TDD/Speech to Speech users may 
dial 711 for the California Relay Service.

Consecuente con la sección 7296.2 del Código de Gobierno de California, una acomodación 
especial o necesidades lingüísticas pueden ser suministradas para cualquiera de los 
siguientes:

· Un intérprete que esté disponible en la audiencia;
· Documentos disponibles en un formato alterno u otro idioma; y
· Una acomodación razonable relacionados con una incapacidad.

Para solicitar estas comodidades especiales o necesidades de otro idioma, por favor llame a 
la oficina del Consejo al cotb@arb.ca.gov o (916) 322-5594 lo más pronto posible, pero no 
menos de 10 días de trabajo antes del día programado para la audiencia del Consejo. 
TTY/TDD/Personas que necesiten este servicio pueden marcar el 711 para el Servicio de 
Retransmisión de Mensajes de California.

California Air Resources Board

_________________________________
Richard W. Corey
Executive Officer

Date: April 11, 2022

The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate 
action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and 
cut your energy costs, see CARB’s website (www.arb.ca.gov).

https://www.cal-span.org/
mailto:cotb@arb.ca.gov
mailto:cotb@arb.ca.gov
http://www.arb.ca.gov/
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