SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5511

Asof January 12, 2022
Title: An act relating to uniform standard time for the state of Washington.
Brief Description: Concerning uniform standard time for the state of Washington.
Sponsors:. Senators Honeyford, Hasegawa, Lovick, Padden, Wagoner and Wilson, J..

Brief History:
Committee Activity: State Government & Elections: 1/12/22.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Exempts the state of Washington from observing daylight savings time
until the state can move to Pacific Daylight Time year-round.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT & ELECTIONS
Staff: MelissaVan Gorkom (786-7491)

Background: Under federal law, all standard time zones in the country are set to the
internationally adopted Coordinated Universal Time. The state of Washington is located in
the Pacific Time Zone, along with California, Nevada, most of Oregon, and a part of Idaho.
Standard time in the Pacific Time Zone is known as Pacific Standard Time, which is offset
by negative eight hours from Coordinated Universal Time.

The federa Uniform Time Act of 1966 standardized the use of a daylight saving time
within the standard time zones of the United States. Daylight saving time refers to the time
of year where daily time shifts forward one hour from standard time. Daylight saving spans
from the second Sunday in March through the first Sunday in November. Under the
Uniform Time Act a state may exempt itself from daylight saving time.

Federal law provides two ways in which an area in the United States can be moved from
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one standard time zone to another. First, Congress may enact afederal law. Second, a state
or local government, by formal request of a governmental official or body, may provide
detailed information to the United States Secretary of Transportation supporting the
requesting party's contention the requested change would serve the convenience of
commerce.

In 2019, the Legislature passed SHB 1196 which provides that Washington State and all of
its political subdivisions will follow Pacific Daylight Time—which is Pacific Standard
Time advanced by one hour—throughout the year if federal law changes to allow the state
to observe daylight savings time year-round. To date, Congress has not passed legislation
to allow states to observe daylight savings time year-round.

Summary of Bill: The state of Washington exercises its right under the Uniform Time Act
to exempt itself from daylight savings time and would remain on the time designated by the
United States Department of Transportation under the Uniform Time Act—which is
currently Pacific Standard Time—year-round.

The act would expire following the effective date of federal legidation allowing the state to
observe daylight saving time year-round at which point Washington State and all of its
political subdivisionswould observe Pacific Daylight Time year-round.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members. No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: PRO: Every time we change times, students do not
do as well and there are more accidents and heart attacks for the few weeks following the
time change. This proposal stops the changing of the clocks until Congress acts. Standard
time is the best time for our health and good for the economy and environment. This is
supported by many groups across the United States. This is much better than permanent

daylight savings time. We should keep our state in permanent standard time.

Persons Testifying: PRO: Senator JJm Honeyford, Prime Sponsor; Jay Pea, Save Standard
Time; Horacio delalglesia.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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