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An Evaluation of Harris County Traffic Stop Data 
in Compliance with the Sandra Bland Act



June 9, 2020, Motion

Commissioners Court unanimously passed a motion, 
proposed by Commissioner Garcia, for “the Justice 

Administration Department to analyze existing racial 
profiling data produced by law enforcement” 

(Supplemental Item 18, June 9th, 2020). 

County: Justice and Safety
Justice Administration Department: (1) Reduce Racial and Ethnic Disparities, 
(2) Increase Transparency, Accountability, Public Trust, and Confidence, 
(3) Improve the Effectiveness of Policies, Services, and Operations County-Wide, and
(4) Minimize Criminal Justice System Exposure and Reduce Reliance on Incarceration

How the request aligns to County and Departmental Goals:



TCOLE Data and Key Limitations
• JAD acquired the data used for   

this analysis from the “racial   
profiling reports” TCOLE makes 
publicly available each year 

• Data in this report is from the              
May 26, 2021, update.

• Limitations
• The data only includes summary 

data,  not incident level data.
• Until this year, TCOLE did not require 

disaggregated data.
• JAD cannot use population 

demographics to compare stop 
rates  to population demographics.

• Some traffic stop characteristics are 
rare occurrences.

• Results only indicate a difference 
between Departments.

https://www.tcole.texas.gov/content/racial-profiling-reports



Report Methodology
Data Source: Texas Commission on Law Enforcement’s Racial Profiling Reports (2020)

Analytical Method:
• JAD examined the rates at which specific racial and ethnic groups experienced traffic stop

outcomes, as a percentage of all traffic stops.
• For more specific events, such as searches, JAD examined the rate at which a racial or

ethnic group experienced an event (consent search) as a percentage of the racial or
ethnic group’s representation in all possible events (searches).

• JAD used an equality of proportions test to identify if disparities are statistically significant.
This test identifies that the proportions between departments are equivalent and statistical
significance indicates that they are not equivalent.

Total Number of Hispanic Drivers 
Stopped

Total Number of Drivers Stopped

Total Number of Consent Searches on White 
Drivers

Total Number of Searches on White Drivers
X 100 X 100



Key Findings from Traffic Stop Data
• Overall, JAD did not find many noteworthy racial 
disparities among most variable comparisons

• Ex. Consent Searches, Search Rates, Contraband 
Discovery

• Traffic Citations
• Hispanic Drivers                                               

overrepresented in                                                       
traffic citations in                                                          
2/3rds of                                                           
Departments.



Key Findings from Traffic Stop Data, Contd.
•Use-of-Force Incidents*

• Black Drivers are overrepresented in use-of-force 
situations in 62.5% (5 of 8) of all Departments.

• White Drivers are overrepresented in use-of-force 
situations in 37.5% (3 of 8) of all Departments.

•Racial Profiling Complaints. 
• However, most departments do not have online 
submission forms and/or forms in multiple 
languages.

*Constable Precinct Two did not report use-of-force incidents to TCOLE due to data accessibility issues.



Recommendations: Public Education
•Public Education

• Harris County Law 
Enforcement Agencies 
should increase 
accessibility to complaint 
and commendation  
processes.

• Harris County should 
research the cost and 
implementation of an    
on-demand translation 
services for County 
Departments.



Recommendations: Improving Data
• To improve analysis, JAD would need 

additional data and incident-level 
data.

• JAD suggests systemic improvements 
due to missing data.

• Harris County should update 
Superion to include more 
mandatory fields to reduce   missing 
data.

• Harris County should develop a 
county-wide submission platform for 
racial profiling reports that can 
perform analysis and identify 
missing data.



JAD Next Steps

JAD would like Commissioners Court permission to work 
with relevant Harris County Departments and 

Committees, including Harris County Law Enforcement 
Agencies, Budget Management, and Universal 

Services, to assist Harris County Law Enforcement 
Agencies to implement and cover the costs derived 

from our recommendations.



Thank you! 
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