DTaP, Tdap, and Td Catch-up Vaccination Recommendations
by Prior Vaccine History and Age

This table summarizes the recommendations of CDC’s Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices for the use of DTaP, Tdap,
and Td in children, adolescents, and adults who are unvaccinated
or who have fallen behind. The table includes the ACIP recom-
mendations to use either Td or Tdap for the 10-year booster.
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Children ages 2 months through 6 years should receive
DTaP.

Children age 4 months through 6 years who develop
encephalopathy within 7 days after DTaP vaccination not
due to another cause should not receive further DTaP
doses. In these rare cases, CDC recommends off-label use
of Td (adult) vaccine, licensed for age 7 years and older,
given on the same schedule recommended to complete
the DTaP series.

The routine schedule for administering DTaP to children
is a 3-dose series at age 2, 4, and 6 months, followed by
boosters at age 15-18 months and 4-6 years. The first
booster may be given at age 12-15 months as long as
there is an interval of at least 6 months from the preced-
ing dose.

Adults who have not completed a 3-dose primary series
with Td-containing vaccine, including any doses received
as children, should begin or complete a series with Tdap as
the first dose administered.

Adults who have completed a primary series of Td-
containing vaccine that does not contain Tdap should
receive 1 dose of Tdap.
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For children and adults who fall behind in completion
of their vaccine series, there is no need to restart the series.
Simply resume where they've left off.

Adults and adolescents who have received Tdap, should
be given Td or Tdap as their subsequent 10-year booster
doses.

Patients who are pregnant should receive Tdap

during each pregnancy, preferably during the early part of
gestational weeks 27-36. Those who have never received
Tdap and fail to receive it during their pregnancy should
receive it immediately postpartum.

Products manufactured by different companies are
interchangeable.

When indicated, Tdap may be given with no minimum
interval since the previous tetanus toxoid-containing
product (e.g., DTaP, Td).

Patients with a history of pertussis iliness should receive

DTaP or Tdap according to routine recommendations.

Patients needing prophylaxis against tetanus should be
given DTaP, Tdap, or Td, as age-appropriate, unless there
is a contraindication to the other vaccine components.

www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2055.pdf

FOOTNOTES

1 Infants should be no younger than age
12 months when receiving dose #4.

2 Dose 5 should be given no younger than
age 4 years. Dose 5 is not necessary if
dose 4 was given after age 4 years.

3 Children age 7 years or older with an
incomplete history of DTaP should
be given Tdap as the first dose in the
catch-up series. If given at age 7 through
9 years, the routine Tdap dose at age
11-12 years should be given. If given
at age 10 years, no additional dose is
needed at age 11-12 years.

4 Adults of all ages who have never
received Tdap as an adolescent or adult,
or for whom vaccine status is unknown,
should receive Tdap as their first
dose, followed by Td or Tdap to either
complete their primary series or as their
10-year boosters.
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