GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

December 20, 2022

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden Jr.
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Biden:

With cold temperatures gripping Texas, your inaction to secure the southern border is putting the lives of
migrants at risk, particularly in the City of El Paso. With thousands of men, women, and children illegally
crossing into Texas every day, and with the expectation that those numbers will only increase if Title 42
expulsions end, the state is overburdened as we respond to this disaster caused by you and your
administration. Your policies will leave many people in the bitter, dangerous cold as a polar vortex moves
into Texas.

This terrible crisis for border communities in Texas is a catastrophe of your own making. These
communities and the state are ill-equipped to do the job assigned to the federal government — house the
thousands of migrants flooding into the country every day. With perilous temperatures moving into the
area, many of these migrants are at risk of freezing to death on city streets.

Texas has borne a lopsided burden caused by your open border policies. The need to address this crisis is
not the job of border states like Texas. Instead, the U.S. Constitution dictates that it is your job, Mr.
President, to defend the borders of our country, regulate our nation’s immigration, and manage those who
seek refuge here.

While you must step up and perform your constitutional duties, I will continue my work with the Texas
Department of Public Safety, the Texas Division of Emergency Management, the Texas Military
Department, and all other available state assets to protect Texas from the torrent of migrants and cartel
activity streaming into our state.

You and your administration must stop the lie that the border is secure and, instead, immediately deploy
federal assets to address the dire problems you have caused. You must execute the duties that the U.S.
Constitution mandates you perform and secure the southern border before more innocent lives are lost.
Sincerely,

[ Gesy Bibar-

Greg Abbott
Governor of Texas
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