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Foreword 

Numerous studies have demonstrated that trees benefit the environment, human health and wellness, and the so-
cial, economic, and aesthetic aspects of our communities.  Overall, there are an estimated 5.5 billion trees (39.4% 
tree cover) in urban communities nationally.(1)  Each of these communities have many components that must be 
considered to maintain their urban forests.  

 

This guide is designed to help our communities sustain their urban forests by encouraging the following strategies: 
increasing tree species diversity, planting climate adaptable trees, implementing proper pest management, planting 
the right trees in the right places, and considering native trees when increasing diversity in your urban forests.  Se-
lection of  non-native tree species is acceptable but only if  the species is considered non-invasive and does not ap-
pear on the New York State Prohibited Invasive Species List.  Additional tools for sustaining your urban forest can 
be found at the SLELO PRISM website (sleloinvasives.org). 

 
The St. Lawrence and Eastern Lake Ontario Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (SLELO 
PRISM) is a group of organizations whose mission is to protect native habitats, biodiversity, natural areas, parks 
and open space by using a collaborative and integrated approach to invasive species management.  In response to 
concerns posed by communities within the SLELO region regarding the impacts of forest pests, SLELO partners 
have been working with state and county agencies, local organizations, municipalities and interested parties to pro-
vide stakeholders with the information they will need to prepare for and manage invasive species in their urban 
and community forests.  More information on the SLELO PRISM can be found here: sleloinvasives.org. 

The New York State Urban and Community Forestry, UCF, Program supports and assists communities in com-
prehensive planning, management, and education to create healthy urban and community forests to enhance the 
quality of life for urban residents.  Combined, the SLELO PRISM program and the UCF program serves as a col-
laboration to promote healthier urban forests for the benefit of nature and people.  More information on the UCF 
program can be found in the UCF Program section of this guide. 

 

 

Integration with The New York State  

Urban and Community Forestry Program 
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Shade tolerance, drought tolerance, and pH range according to the USDA.  Hardiness zone according to Missouri Botanical 

Garden, The Morton Arboretum, and the North Carolina State Extension.  See salt tolerance references on page 25.  

S = salt sensitive, M = intermediate salt tolerance, T = salt tolerant 
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Salt Tolerance References 

For additional copies of the guide or questions concerning the guide, please contact Robert Smith,  
Terrestrial Restoration and Resiliency Coordinator, SLELO PRISM, at (315) 387-3600 Ext. 7723 or   
robert.l.smith@tnc.org.  
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