Threats to School Officials:

Free Speech vs. Crime and
What To Do If You Are Targeted




Free Speech

Non-threatening speech IS
protected by the First
Amendment:

* Posting hate-filled views online

 Calling to voice anger

* Organizing a gathering to
promote political views

* Circulating offensive materials

What is NOT protected:

e “true threats”: A serious
expression of an intent to do
harm to another person



Difference Between Crime and Speech

But some
speech
does rise

to the level
of a crime




Charges for threats:

Cyberbullying 93 days * posting a message in an online forum
* Intending to place in fear of bodily harm or death
* AND expressed an intent to commit violence

Malicious Use Telecommunications 6 months Email, computer, phone threats
Device Threats to terrorize by threatening physical harm or damage
to property

Stalking 1 year Continuing pattern of harassment
Intending to make someone feel threatened/terrorized

Unlawful Posting 2 year Encouraging others to commit violence toward a person

Communicating Threat of Terrorism 20 year They will do a terrorist act (i.e. politically motivated
bombing, killing, etc.)

Using Computer to Commit a Crime varies Must have another crime they are doing with a computer




What should you do to if you are targeted?

* If you are in immediate danger, always call 9-1-1. Your local police are
first responders.




Report threat crimes to:
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